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Newsletter of the


Vol:1 Issue:2AGE’s








Next Meeting


Wednesday 23rd March





March Tutorials





Now what on earth are we going to do for March?   As we will be starting our census indexing I think we will need to keep this meetings tutorial down to one.





Unless there are any requests it might be a good time to introduce new users to the computer.  That is how to start and save a word document  how to open a document already created. And how to copy & paste text from another source in to a word document.





We will then have a purge on breaking down a few brick walls.  It is always frustrating when one ancestor can prove so elusive, so by teaming up we should be able to flush them out.  With other information you already have we can take a look in April at how to keep all the records and how to present them.





Now don’t forget; we need your input in order to know what we need to make available.  Our first purchase appears to be the National Burial Index.  These records should be of use to the majority of members and a valuable asset to the group.  Wendy has already noted areas that some of you are particularly interested in and we hope to soon start getting in the appropriate  indexes etc.  I can’t wait for some of you to find you have Derbyshire connections.  <grin>





Of course if any of you know where we could get donations of equipment, old laptops, fiche readers, etc., then do let us know.





Another thing is for any of you not a member of Waltham Abbey Library to join now.  There are some material that libraries can stock if there is a demand for them.  So let’s show Essex county council that we are in earnest.











BRIEFS on CONTENTS.


Now & Then!  I have started it off so if any of you have pictures of a place you used to live (or your ancestors lived) we can try to take a picture of the same place now and publish them both.  I suppose we could try the other way round too.


Next column >





Surname Origins is a little information on different surnames.  We start off with Abbot.  If there is a particular surname you want to know about we will try to look it up for you and print in future issues.


Page 2 >





Article on names, part 1. A series on how names came about and developed.
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A learning process is taking place in all our lives daily.  In the case of groups there is also a learning curve and Abbey Genealogy Enthusiasts are getting more organised.
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Each meeting we are getting more organised and we have had a number of tutorials already.  March’s meeting date will be on the 23rd of March, that’s the 4th Wednesday this month, and I would like to start indexing the local census.
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Our website, although still under construction, has been launched on the internet.  We will be showing it and demonstrating it at our next meeting.  
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Light relief with Did You Know?
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March Meeting 23rd.  What we can do next.
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Garth.  AGE Secretary.





Now & Then





To start off our Now & Then series here are a couple of photos of where I, Garth, used to live.  Brookhouse Flats, West Gorton, Manchester.


I used to live in the top flat on the left of the photo. This was 1964/5 and was quite luxurious  to the previous place.


As each tenant left they bricked it up and soon after pulled them down.





The next photo was taken in the 1990’s. a whole estate of new houses and bungalows. (with gardens!)


Such is progress, and they do look a lot better, but I still miss the old flats.





I paid another visit to Manchester a couple of years ago and many of these houses had been extended, the bungalows had ‘Dormer’ windows converting the lofts into additional rooms.





Have any of you old photo’s of where you lived?  Perhaps you could pass them to me, they will be scanned and returned unharmed.  Then I will try and take a ‘Now’ photo to print with it and you can have a quality print of it.





All contributions are welcome.





Abbey Genealogy Enthusiasts


Website Launch.





At our next meeting we will look at how the web site is coming along.  Later we can use the website to make local records available for anyone with internet access, which with libraries opening up networks is just about everyone.





However, it is also a way for all members to let other researchers know what names they are interested in.  Someone out there could well be tracing a different branch that overlaps yours.  You will have the opportunity to have your names posted with a contact number/address.  For those of you without email, and do not want to put home address or any phone numbers on line, we can use the wa.gene@ntl.com  address and any enquiries will be printed off and sent to you.





Another use for each member will be the links page.  This has a number of links to useful sites and although at home you can store them in your favourites folder, on public computers this is not available. By opening our website, the links page can be kept open in the background so you will always be just one click of the site you need.





Of course we can also use it to show the world our progress, not that we want to show off of course!











Did You Know …





…that most ‘blonde’ jokes were created by blondes to lull men into a false sense of security?





…that the rabbit has a shiny nose, but this it cannot mend?


Because it’s tiny powder puff is at it’s other end!





… We need more jokes?





being in AD 982.  The practice spread to France, England, Germany and then to most of Europe.  The exact date that surnames were first used in England is not known.  Their use in aristocratic circles arrived with the Norman Conquest but they only became more commonly used in the late thirteenth century.


In present day French, the word surnom means nickname, whilst what we call surname translates as nom de famille.  Now, this gives us a clue to the origins of surnames, but we will go into that in the next issue.  So there is something to look forward to.


If you are unable to contain your excitement and can’t wait till next issue, this article was taken from “The People Detective; Discovering Your Family Roots” by Tom McGregor.








Order out of chaos





I sure that most of you noticed that our first meeting in December was a ‘little’ chaotic.  Hopefully you have also noticed how each meeting is getting better organised.  However, there are still things we should have done from the beginning that we haven’t, but, we are getting there!





One thing we should do each meeting is to have a check list of all those attending, something that should be done at all public meetings like this.  But let’s not just have a mundane register when it can serve several purposes.  From this month on there will be a list of all your names, beside your name will be a box for you to initial and there will also be a notes box.  This will be used either for you to let us know something or for us to tell you something.  Honestly, it will be a lot easier to understand when I explain on the 23rd.





Remember, the group is to help each of you the best it can.  So if you have any suggestions do bring them along to the meetings (preferably pre-written) or let one of the founders know before hand.








Happy Hunting to one and all!





Surname Origins





This well-known English name has been in Ireland since the fourteenth century and is now quite numerous in Dublin. It is usually of the nickname type. In Irish the form Aboíd is used. Woulfe states that Abbott (a


 common Anglo-Irish surname) is a derivative of Abraham; but Reaney gives it its obvious meaning, adding that such surnames often originated as nicknames.


Abbott


English variation: Abbe, Abbie, Abbot 


Occupational name for someone employed in the household of an abbot. Celebacy of clergy makes it unlikely that the surname is occupational for descendants of a cleric.


Nickname for a sanctimonious person thought to resemble an abbot.


Abbott is from Middle English, abbod from Old English, and abe(t) from Old French. OE and OF terms originate from Late Latin and Greek abbas and abbatis meaning 'priest' and Aramaic aba meaning 'father'. (Hanks & Hodges, p. 1)








Naming that name.  Part one.





Surnames are an important aid in trying to trace our ancestry.  But just how far can that take us?  How long have they been around?


The ancient Romans first evolved a complex system consisting of four names.  One indicated the individual, another linked that individual to a clan, a third indicated various divisions of the clan (comparable to our surname) and a forth indicated special qualities of the person.  This last was not always used.  Imagine; Garth McGregor Gregory Charming, or would that forth be changeable depending on how the person introducing you felt at the time?


This system did not survive the fall of the Roman Empire and for centuries people were generally known just by the one name.


It was in Venice that the use of a second name reappeared. The earliest record of a surname�








