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The Dreaded Debtors Prison


�


 St Thomas Debtors Prison in Exeter 1970 just before being demolished





Owing money and being in debt today as we all know is stressful and inflicts pressure onto families, especially in many cases where you are struggling to keep up with re payments. Well this article can make you feel a little bit better about being in debt in today’s day and age. �	If you were in dept in the time of your Victorian ancestors you would be sent to a debtor’s prison which is commonly seen and referred to in many Charles Dickens novels such as Oliver Twist and Little Dorrit. The Debtors prison was slightly different to a standard prison because you were not sent there to be punished, but to be confined. You were housed and separated in place that was cut off from the rest of the world. You were free to buy food from a miniature market and life was more relaxing than it would be in a standard prison. However the conditions of the debtor’s prison were far from luxury and many people died of starvation and disease and normally, if a debtor had family, then they would accompany him also in the prison. �	


One Example Of Debtors Menu:�"Breakfast, Males - 1 Pint of Oatmeal Gruel, 8oz of Bread�Females - 1 Pint of Oatmeal Gruel, 6oz of Bread.�Dinner on Monday, Wednesday and Friday for Males - 1 pint of Soup, 8oz of Bread, and for Females - 1 pint of Soup, 6oz of Bread.�Dinner on Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday for Males - 3oz of cooked Meat without bone, half a pound of potatoes, 8oz of Bread. For Females - 3oz of cooked Meat without bone, half a pound of potatoes, 6oz of Bread. �Supper same as Breakfast every day".











 Rothwell Debtor’s Song


The ‘garnish’ mentioned in this song was a half-crown charged as entrance money, and spent among the inmates. 


As the song implies, if you did not pay the half-crown your coat would be taken and sold to pay for the ‘garnish.’ 


All was not misery within the gaol. Beer-drinking was freely indulged in and games such as skittles and quoits were played. 


We bid you welcome brother debtor�To this poor but merry place�Where no bailiff, ‘bum’ or ‘setter’�Dare to show his frightful face. 


But, kind Sir, as you're a stranger�Down your garnish you must lay,�Or your coat will be in danger�You must either strip or pay. 


Ne'er repine at your confinement,�From your childer and your wife�For wisdom lies in true resignment�Through the varied scenes of life. 


What was it made great Alexander�Weep at his unhappy fate?�Was it because he could not wander�Through this wide strong prison gate. 


For every island is a prison�Strongly guarded by the sea.�Kings and princes for that reason�Prisoners are as well as we. 
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Charles Dickens (  7th  February 1812 -  9th June 1870), was one of the most popular Victorian authors of his time. He wrote many novels and short stories. Now see if you can name 10 of those novels from the top of your head. Remember no cheating!





1._____________





2._____________


�3._____________





4._____________��5._____________





6._____________





7._____________��8._____________��9._____________��10.____________











Contribute to the Newsletter


Tell us how your getting on with your research so far and have you discovered any hidden skeletons you want share with us.  Have you come across some unexpected Ancestors, lost relatives, a famous Ancestor? Or do you have any old photos and stories you would like to share in the newsletter, it’s all history and we’d be happy to hear it. �Email : cheryl@familypast.co.uk








Notice Board


Searching Can Be Costly �There are many family history websites now that are available for you to search for your ancestors, however many of them charge to search and charge to use and this can become very costly. So save yourself money and time by using the free websites that are available first such as  www.familysearch.org and www.freebmd.org.uk 


LWMFHS�London Westminster & Middlesex Family History Society. Helping family historians who either have ancestors in our area or live here. Maybe worth a visit for those of you searching in these areas.�www.lwmfhs.org.uk


Irish Family Research�Search the memorials database c.1500s-1910 for Irish ancestry. Also the website allows you to search the Irish Maps for the 19th century. www.irishfamilyresearch.co.uk


Londonancestors.co.uk�An interesting website that may help you search it lists all the cemeteries in London, also it gives you an idea of the population, area and size of London from 1801. Worth a look!�www.londonancestors.co.uk


The Trip To The Bunker�I believe the trip went well and everyone found it interesting who went. The photos will hopefully be in the next issue. 


 Our Website �Our website has now has a refreshing new layout and look! So take a peek and if you can give us anymore ideas on what else you would like to see on the website please see James.�www.walthamabbeygenealogy.co.uk


Debtors Prison Records�You can find the Debtors Prison Records at the National Archives.
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