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Welcome to Abbey Genealogy Enthusiasts first Newsletter.


The launch on the 17th of November was very successful and instead of half a dozen possibly interested people we found two dozen eager beavers.  This was wonderful and that very night seventeen became members, already this has grown to twenty.  And the good news doesn’t stop there.





Our first meeting was held on Wednesday night  on December 15th.  Not quite prepared for the local enthusiasm, although our membership covers quite a wide radius, things were a bit hectic and unorganised.  However, two members, researching independently, found a connection in their ancestry.  This has enable one to add a couple of generations to their tree and the other to add another branch.





Now that is what is called a success story.  Who knows what anyone of you will find out next.  As our meetings get more organised so will our research extend further.





This first newsletter will only be a short one.  With Christmas and New Year festivities this has been a short month for working.  We would like to ensure that future newsletters are of interest to everyone, so perhaps you would like to contribute something.  In future issues it would be nice to expand the newsletter into sections.  Letters, News, Humour (important in any hobby or work), Advertisements, etc.  one very interesting section would be a “Then And Now”.  If anyone has any old photo’s of a place or building and a recent one from the same angle to compare, it would be nice to publish these with a write up.  If you just have an old picture we could possibly take a ‘Today’ one.  All photo’s will be returned.





One of the things that made our first meeting a little disorganised is that the founders were unable to keep up with the calls for help on the computers.  At the launch we said that tuition would be free to members and we will introduce the first lessons at the next meeting on Wednesday 19th January.  These will be group tutorials aimed at as many members as we











can accommodate in each sitting.  Each subject will be covered again periodically, for new members and those unable to sit in on the first ones.





This months tutorials will be on email, after which anyone wanting to open an email account will be able to, and the FreeBMD site.  The FreeBMD site, is extremely useful and the number of records available is growing at a very rapid rate.





Hopefully by February we will have a rota drawn up for indexing the census returns, an arduous job but by each of us only putting in one hour every five or six months it shouldn’t prove too painful.





Also February, or even maybe late January, we hope to organise our first ‘field trip’ to the FRC (Family Records Centre).  If there are any other places you think we should go to please submit suggestions and we will see if something can be arranged.  While talking of suggestions, perhaps you would like to tell us what particular records would enable you to expand your research.  There should be forms available by our January meeting for most requests.  Although we are more than willing to hear and discuss your requests we really need it written down.  This aides memory and  gives a clear record of what is wanted and by whom.





Well, this is all for Newsletter number one.  With your help number two should contain a lot more.  In the meantime we wish you all, Happy Hunting, and a successful 2005.





Garth.  AGE Secretary.








