[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]









Newsletter of the


Vol:1 Issue: 5 AGE’s








This Meeting


Wednesday 14th December


Next Meeting


Wednesday 18th January

















RESERVED FOR YOUR COMMENTS





BRIEFS on CONTENTS.





Now & Then!:  A more seasonal variation of Now and Then for this issue.  The research was quite fascinating. 


Next column >


Did You Know?  A few whimsical facts to make you think 


Page 2 >


PC’s For Sale!:  Your chance to get technologicated for Christmas.


Page 2 >


On This Day:   Continues with extracts from news and events that happened on each of our meeting dates.  Perhaps you would like to know what happened on a particular day?


Page 2>





The Humorous Side: A light hearted look at the world as it is and as it was.





Page 3 >





Reserved!  


Time and again I’ve asked for contributions from the members.  I have now reserved space.


Page 3 >














Garth.  AGE Secretary.





Now & Then


We all think of Santa as having being an eternal figure, but, read on.   Santa Claus (also known as Saint Nicholas, Saint Nick, Father Christmas, Kris Kringle, Santy or simply Santa) is a folklore character in various cultures who gives presents to children on Christmas Day. Each name is a variation of Saint Nicholas.


Santa is a variant of a European folk tale based on the historical figure Saint Nicholas, a bishop from present-day Turkey, who supposedly gave presents to the poor. Originally, this had nothing to do with Christmas, however the Germans had a tradition of giving gifts on Christmas


and at some point in history traditions merged. This helped to explain the source of Christmas presents given to children on Christmas Day.


Although Father Christmas and Santa Claus are now used interchangeably, the origins of Father Christmas are quite different.















































Dating back to Norse mythology, Father Christmas has his roots in Paganism. Before Christianity came to British shores it was customary for an elder man from the community to dress in furs and visit each dwelling. At each house, in the guise of "Old Winter" he would be plied with food and drink before moving on to the next.


More on page 2





The Humorous Side





The Twelve Days of a 


Genealogy Christmas





On the twelfth day of Christmas,


My true love gave to me,


Twelve census searches,


Eleven printer ribbons,


Ten e-mail contacts,


Nine headstone rubbings,


Eight birth and death dates,


Seven Parish records,


Six second cousins,


Five coats of arms,


Four GEDCOM files,


Three old wills,


Two CD-ROMs,


And a branch in my family tree.


-Author Unknown





Why We Like The British –


FROM BRITISH NEWSPAPERS





1) Commenting on a complaint from a Mr. Arthur Purdey about a large gas bill, a spokesman for North West Gas said, "We agree it was rather high for the time of year. It's possible Mr. Purdey has been charged for the gas used up during the explosion that destroyed his house."


(The Daily Telegraph)


2) Police reveal that a woman arrested for shoplifting had a whole salami in her underwear. When asked why, she said it was because she was missing her Italian boyfriend.


(The Manchester Evening News)


3) Irish police are being handicapped in a search for a stolen van, because they cannot issue a description. It's a Special Branch vehicle and they don't want the public to know what it looks like.


(The Guardian)


4) A young girl who was blown out to sea on a set of inflatable teeth was rescued by a man on an inflatable lobster. A coast guard spokesman commented, "This sort of thing is all too common".


(The Times)


5) At the height of the gale, the harbour master radioed a coast guard and asked him to estimate the wind speed. He replied he was sorry, but he didn't have a gauge. However, if it was any help, the wind had just blown his Land Rover off the cliff.


(Aberdeen Evening Express)








PC SALE





Yes, we have mentioned it before and we’ll mention it again. For those of you who do not have a computer we have several second hand ones available.  These will be with Windows 98 and basic programmes and sold for only £20.  If you would like one with Office suite already installed and either Legacy or Family Tree Maker in stalled these will cost £40.





These computers are given a basic health check before released but are ‘sold as seen’.  Should they develop any major problems within three months a full refund will be made.  





We will attempt to bring one in each month to be seen and installation will be demonstrated.  Should you wish to purchase you can take it home from the meeting.  If transport is a problem we will try to arrange delivery where and when this is possible.








On This Day


1900 The birth of quantum theory 


German physicist Max Planck publishes his groundbreaking study of the effect of radiation on a "blackbody" substance, and the quantum theory of modern physics is born.


1503 Nostradamus�Physician and astrologer; born in St Remy, France; known for his predictions of future events.


1944 National Velvet opens 


National Velvet opens. The movie boosts 12-year-old Elizabeth Taylor to stardom.


1962: 'Music of spheres' hails Venus fly-by�The unmanned US spacecraft, Mariner 2, has taken the first-ever scan from space of the planet Venus. 


Birthdays


1895 George VI king of England (1936-52�1908 Laurence Naismith Surrey England, actor (Judge Fulton-Persuaders)�1938 Janette Scott actress (Day of the Triffids)�1946 Stan Smith tennis pro (Wimbledon 1972)�1950 Vicki Michelle Essex England, actress (Virgin Witch, Allo Allo)


 Deaths


1799 George Washington 


George Washington, the American revolutionary leader and first president of the United States, dies of acute laryngitis at his estate in Mount Vernon, Virginia. He was 67 years old.


�








Now & Then





It was thought he carried the spirit of the winter with him, so by being hospitable to Old Winter, the winter would be kind to them. The custom was still alive and well in Medieval England, and after a decline during the Commonwealth, became widespread again during the Restoration period. 


A book dating from the time of the Commonwealth, The Vindication of CHRISTMAS or, His Twelve Yeares' Observations upon the Times involved Father Christmas advocating a merry, alcoholic Christmas and casting aspersions on the charitable motives of the ruling Puritans.


He was neither a gift bringer nor was he associated with children. During the Victorian era when Santa Claus arrived from America he was merged with "Old Winter", "Old Christmas" or "Old Father Christmas" to create Father Christmas, the British Santa which survives today.











Did You Know?





Most people got married in June. Why? 


They took their yearly bath in May. In June, they were still smelling pretty good but were starting to smell so brides carried a bouquet of flowers to hide their body odour.





Since England is so old and small,


they started running out of places to bury people. So, they started digging up coffins, taking the bones out and reusing the graves. 





This is when they discovered that some of the coffins had scratch marks on the inside. One out of 25 coffins were this way and they realised they had been burying people alive. So they decided they would tie a string on their wrist and lead it through the coffin, up through the ground and tie it to a bell. 





Someone would have to sit out in the graveyard all night to listen for the bell.


Thus the saying "graveyard shift".

















Late Extra





January Speaker.


At January’s meeting we will have a gust speaker, Norman Paul, who would be giving a talk on the Royal Gunpowder Mills.





CD Loans.


In the new year there will be various data CD’s available to AGE members from the Library.  Please would all members ensure they bring their new membership cards as the librarians will not release any material without this proof of identification.





Scotland’s People.


A good and comparatively cheap website is available for tracing Scottish Ancestry.  Called ‘Scotland’s People’ the site can be found at http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/.  perhaps someone would like to check out the site and send in a review?














